
Project SANDbox Update  

Dear Hopewell Avenue Public School Community: 

A great big thank you for your support of Project SANDbox throughout the school year of 2019/2020!   

Project SANDbox, the school council-led initiative to rebuild the kindergarten school playground, faced 
some tough fundraising challenges last year including strikes and then, and now, COVID.  Despite all this, 
we are very happy to report to you that the school community was able to raise $65,670.80 toward the 
project.  The Project SANDbox team led three incredible fundraising initiatives.  They were highly 
successful at bringing the community together around a shared goal to fix the drainage issues in the 
kindergarten yard and transform it to a play space that celebrates the environment by using natural 
materials like wood and stone.  The design features a majestic maple surrounded by seating in the 
centre of the yard!   

1. In October, the Trivia Night was a huge success that started out with a snowstorm and ended with 
the teachers’ team reigning victorious, as we knew they would.  A huge thanks to Dave Schellenberg 
from 88.5 FM, donations from local businesses in the community for the silent auction and hosting 
by the Senate Tavern.  This event raised a total of $3,429! 

2. In November, Katie Hession and her team hosted an online auction, which had a range of 
wonderfully unique and locally sourced items that became presents for folks in the following month.  
This event raised a total of $1,143! 

3. Then in February, after a last minute date change due to the important strike action, the Dance-a-
thon was a spectacular display of the kids’ ability to mobilize their networks to help their younger 
fellow students.   The event raised an amazing $24,094.  Thank you! 

Besides these events, the team also received the following donations, grants and gifts:  

x Hopewell School Council donation of $17,500 (pizza fundraising, grocery cards, movie nights, 
wood tile sales, etc.);  

x TD Friends of the Environment Grant of $10,000;  
x City of Ottawa grant of $7,500;  
x Donation from local real estate agent Tracy Arnett of $1,000; 
x Donation from Councillor Shawn Menard of $400;  
x Donation from child’s birthday party! ($105) and a diplomat’s open house! ($500); 

Since the school board agreed to provide $25,000 toward the project, getting us close to $90,000, we 
hoped to go to tender in March with a scaled-down design to match our budget, but met jumps in the 
marketplace driven in part by the pandemic.  

The way forward 

The original design for the project was $140,000, and with $25,000 from the school board, we need to 
raise another $50,000.  This is a huge amount and we recognize that it may not happen this year, 
especially as even professional fundraisers grapple with new ways to host fundraising events.  That said, 
the kindergarten yard continues to require an overhaul, and we have already come so far.    



As the school year is now officially underway, we wanted to extend our gratitude to you for your 
contributions to the project last year, provide an update to you on the progress of the project, and invite 
you to recommit to the project by: 

� Volunteering to fundraise for the project by leading an initiative, coordinating an initiative, running an 
online auction, identifying a grant opportunity and writing a grant proposal, approaching large 
corporations that may be able to help, administration and coordination of volunteers. 

Volunteering is a great way to engage with the school and wider community in a new way, meet new 
people, and distract you from COVID! 

Contact: hopewellsandbox@gmail.com 

� Donating money here: https://m.charitableimpact.com/UnCP 

Our online charitable impact website is still open.  It will remain our main tool to receive any donations, 
large or small.  If all members of the school shared the $75,000 evenly, it would cost each about $60.  We 
recognize this is not a small number, especially now so consider setting up a smaller monthly recurring 
donation! 

� Approaching your network to encourage them to donate here: https://m.charitableimpact.com/UnCP 

Your networks are vast and crosscutting throughout the city and across sectors.  Maybe folks are looking 
to receive a charitable tax receipt and/or want to see their charitable donations in effect, or walk by 
them?  The charitable impact website provide tax receipts to donors instantaneously. 

We look forward to you joining our initiative as we work toward the objective of building a new 
kindergarten yard for the children of Hopewell Avenue Public School.  A photo of the design is below. 

Sincerely,  

The Project SANDbox Team and the School Council  


